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SELECTMEN’S REPORT, 1888. 


The selectmen respectfully present to the town of Mont 
Vernon, their annual report of the receipts and expenditures, 
for the year ending March Ist, 1888, 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance in Treasury, March 1, 1887, $572 88 


Amount of taxes assessed, 3193 34 
Interest on taxes, 1886, 4 29 
Interest on taxes, 1887, 1 46 


Be ie 


RECEIVED FROM STATE. 


Savings Bank tax, $932 18 
Railroad tax, 88 24 
Literary fund, 80 66 
$1101 O& 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Lot in grave yard, $8 00 
For school books, FAY 


—— $10 20 
EXPENDITURES. 


State tax, $688 O00 
County tax, 500 86 


$1188 86 
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SUPPORT OF POOR. 
PAUPERS CHARGEABLE TO COUNTY. 


Amount received of County Treasurer, $346 99 
Paid for support of Levi Averill, from 
Sept. 21, 1886, to Sept. 21, 1887, $65 00 
For support of Chas. Smith, 65 00 
For support of Marden Bennett, 65 00 
For support of Charles Carkin, from 
Feb. 1. 1887, to Sept. 21,1887, 47 76 
Dr. Chandler, medical attendance on 
Charles Carkin, 9 25 
Aid for Henry Manning’s family, 20 00 
Aid for James C. Towne’s family, 27 00 
Aid for Peter F. Pike, (soldier,) 10 00 


Aid for A. H. Johnson, : 2 87 
Aid for A. H. Johnson, ’86, “ 29.19 
Expenses on account Jameson boy, 5 92 
$346 99 
PAUPERS CHARGEABLE TO TOWN. 
Paid County for board of W. H. Brown, 
from Sept. 21, 1886, to Sept. 20, 
1887, $78 00 
Board of 5. C. Langdell, 11 weeks, 22 00 
Expenses on account of poor, 9 50 
: $109 50 
| ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
Taxes for 1882, uncollected, $7 68 
Taxes for 1885, a 3 65 
. $11 338 


SOPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Paid C. $8. Campbell, for McCollom Insti- 


tute, $300 00 
Amherst school tax, 17 67 
Wm. H. Kendall, for support of 

schools, 801 99 
School board for services, 55 00 


$1174 66 


h 


SUPPORT OF HIGHWAYS. 


Paid for running Road Machine, $171 50 
DIS. 
NO. SURVEYORS. SUMMER. WINTER. 


O 
1. John T. McCollom, $13 00 $17 60 
2. Jay M. Gleason, 11) 50° eto 
3. Edwin M. Shattuck, 15 97 12 59 
4, Clark Campbell, 30 24 32 30 
5. George F. Jones, 34 75 65 TT 
6. Frank O. Lamson, 11°50 30 37 
7. Henry J. Kittredge, 14 00 22 60 
8. rs “ ‘ 
9. John Hazen, 26. 00h 483005 
10. Milton W. Wallace, 21 91° . 32 30 
ll. Henry F. Dodge, 6 
12. Joseph G. Carleton, 3 
13. Arthur A. Trow, oe 
14. Charles O. Morrill, 152 25 27 93 
15. Willie LL. Robinson, 29 93 35 97 
16. George C. Hadley, 51 21 49 77 
: $1105 59 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


Paid James Upton, interest on note, $7 85 


James Upton, on note, 102 15 
$110 00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Paid Drs. Chandler, Dearborn and Pet- 


tingill, reporting births and deaths, $4 
Counsel on drainage, 2 00 
Blank books, stationery, &c., T 
Taxes for 1886, interest and inci- 

dental charge for collecting same 

against the real estate of Chas. 


Wyman, 56 48 
Care and work in grave yard, 8 63 
J. M. Gleason, digging grave, 2 50 
Repairs on road machine, 18 Ol 
Amherst school house tax, 2N9G 

362 


Putting up guide boards, 
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_Paid Guide boards and painting, 17 52 
Lodging transient paupers, 1 50 
Discount on taxes, 66 36 
Town clerk, returning births, deaths 

and marriages, | 5 00 


TOWN OFFICERS’ SERVICES. 


$196 36 


Paid J. W. Averill, selectman, $58 80 
George A. McQuesten, “ 36 00— 
William F. Hadley, : 31 00 — 
Clark Campbell, treasurer, 20 00 
John M. Fox, clerk, 20 00 
John M. Fox, collector, 40 00 
Hark Campbell, moderator, 4 00 
Ira Hill, constable, 4 00 
Peter F. Pike, sexton, Fr 10 00 
William F. Hadley, (spring ’87,) su- 
pervisor, 4 00 
Henry F. Dodge, (spring and fall, 
’87,) supervisor, 6 00 
George C. Hadley, (spring and fall, 
'87,) supervisor, 7 00 


David A. Stiles, (fall ’87,) supervisor, 3 00 


TOWN LIABILITIES. 


James Upton, note, 


$243 80. 


Whole amount of receipts, $4883 25° 
Whole amount of bills paid, 4311 60 
Balance in treasury, $571 65 
Note against town, 97 85 
Balance in favor of town, $473 80 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE W. AVERILL, 
GEORGE A. McQUESTEN, 
WILLIAM F. HADLEY, 


Sclectmen 
of 


Mont Vernon. 


~- 
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I have this day examined the above report and find the same 


correctly cast and properly vouched. 


CHARLES J. SMITH, Auditor. 


Feb. 28, 1888. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The Treasurer of the town of Mont Vernon, submits the fol 
lowing report, for the year ending March Ist, 1888: 


Dr. 
To cash in Treasurer's hands, March 1st, 

1887, $250 21 
To uncollected taxes for 1882, 7 68 
— ' “ Vets be 14 99 
é a “1886, 300 00 
& af one LSS, 289 00 
Yo cash received for school books, 2 20 
To cash received for lots soldier cemetery, 8 00 
To cash received from State on banks, 

&c., 1101 O& 
To cash received interest on taxes, a Td 
To cash received from collector, 2904 34 
To cash due the town from Charies Wy- 

man, taxes for 1886, 56 48 


$4939 73 


Cr. 

By paying State tax, $688 OO 
By paying County tax, 500 86 
Uncollected taxes for 1886, 25 00 

sae “Se dd Bete Ee 289 00 
By paying 81 orders of selectmen, 3122 74 

| $4625 60 

Whole amount of receipts, $4939 73 
Whole amount of bills paid, 4625 60 
Balance in treasury, $314 13 


CLARK CAMPBELL, Town Treasurer. 
I have this day examined the above report and find the same 
correctly cast, and properly vouched. 
CHARLES J. SMITH, Auditor. 
Feb. 28th, 1888. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


To the Citizens of the Town of Mont Vernon : 

We invite your attention to the following report ofthe pub- 
lic schools of Mont Vernon, for the year “ending March Ist, 
1888, respectfully submitted : 

At a special mecting of the district on the 8th of March, 
1887, Mrs. Clark Campbell was elected a member of the Board 
for three years. March 18th, the Board was organized with 
Mr. J. W. Carson, as President; Mrs. Clark Campbell, Secre- 
tary, and Mr. W. H. Kendall was appointed Treasurer. 

Aug. 22, 1887, the Board received, with regret, the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Carson, tendered on account of intended absence 
from town. 

The common school system of this country is the admiration 
of the civilized world. The wisdom of the world has been 
employed in laying the foundations and to us, the present gen- 
eration, this rich possession comes by inheritance. Have we not 
a duty to discharge in so guarding and preserving its founda- 
tion stones as to transmit it in its highest perfection to our suc- 
cessors? ‘The essential idea of acommon school, is that of a 
school for instruction in beanches of common interest and pro- 
fit. The peculiar defects of students of the present day relate 
to primary branches of education. Though our people in gen- 
eral are better educated than any other people on the earth, 
the rarest accomplishments are those of guod reading, spelling 
and the power to write the English language as well as we can 
Speak it. 

Believing in a reformation of the processes of juvenile train- 
ing, by a return to the good old plan of studying, first of all, 
and thoroughly—reading, spelling, writing and arithmetic, our 


~. 
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teachers have devoted much time and attention to this end.— 
Not confinjng themselves to text books, well knowing that they 

who follow too closely the words of any book must walk in a 
narrow path. A large proportion of the school work has been 
written work, and slates, black-boards, paper and blank books 
were in daly use, for spelling, dictation exercises, composition 
and letter writing. On inspection of blank books in use by the 
older scholars in the Center District, I found them neatly kept, 
many of them showing creditable improvement in writing; that 
of one small boy excelling all others. I also noticed 270 writ- 
ten words in one book with only two misspelled, and in another, 
with 260 words, the same result. There are some excellent 
readers in our schools, but there is room ‘or great improve- 
ment in this direction. I would suggest the propriety of the 
more frequent use of the two principal rules formerly given by 
instructors in reading—“Speak loud” and “mind your stops.” 


TEACHERS. 


To enter upon the service of a teacher in our public schoo!s, 
is assuming a responsible position. 

Our teachers are not perfect, nor can they create genius in 
the minds of those who have neither talent nor industry. 

Modestly and in quiet places vet with a self-devotion and 
zeal which know no abatement, they are accomplishing a sum 
of good which no person can, describe, giving Impress to the 
character, and shape to the destiny of the future of the nation. 
It is the testimony of perfect wisdom, that folly is bound up in 
the heart cfa child; to expel this folly and set up wisdom in 
its place is the teacher’s part. If there be any employment 
on earth that to be rightly executed enlists and demands every 
faculty, energy and resource of a person’s whole being how- 
ever armed with intellect or character, natural or acquired, it 
is surely this. 

4. The conduct of children in the school-room, is to some 
extent an indicator of home. 

4%. The reputation of a good teacher, whose faithfulness and 
earnestness ot effort are generally conceded, suffers injury by 
unfavorable criticism. ) 

%. Every word of disparagement, every#unfavorable criti- 
cism uttered by you publicly or within the home cirele in re- 
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gard to your teachers, is a direct positive injury to your 
school. 

%. The great work of giving character to the coming gen- 
erations is with our teachers, and while the child is intellectu- 
ally taught in reference to his getting a living in business, or 
becoming personally distinguished in professional or public 
life, his moral nature should. never be left to such accidental 
influences as may surround him, but quickened by the united 
influence of parent and teacher to the building up of the inner 
temple of the soul. Let the community realize more fully the 
relation their teachers sustain to them, and have a fuller ap- 
preciation of the labor performed and they will extend to them 
the encouragement and sympathy of which they are so justly 
deserving. 


SCHOOL HOUSES 


An examination of the school house in the Center District 
previous to the opening of the summer term, revealed the fact 
of much needed repairs in the same. 

On inquiry we learned that there were no available funds 
for the purpose. 

It is hoped that provision will be made and that the rooms 
may be put in order before the opening of school. 

We wish that all our school rooms were liberally supplied 
with school furniture and to a certain extent with apparatus, 
maps, clocks and engravings. 

The school room should be an educator in this department 
of education, and it will be a teacher whether you are aware 
of it or not. 

If it is neat and tasteful in finish and furniture, it teaches 
a lesson of neatness and good taste to its inmates. 

No lessons learned at school are more precious than these 
mute teachings of the objects about them. 

The condition of the above mentioned room would suffer 
by comparison with others, especially the one in the South 
District, which is pleasant, commodious, and the best furnished 
in town. 

Through the generosity of Deacon W. H. Conant, a large 
thermometer has been placed in the Center school room. 

During the summer term, four copies of the book entitled, 
‘Man: Wonderful in the House Beautiful,’ were purchased 
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for the use of our schools, the funds having been supplied by 
the liberality of the parents. 


CENTER SCHOOL. 


Spring Term, Miss Mabel A. Buttrick, teacher. 

Miss Buttrick, on her advent to this school, met with no 
doubtful reception. She won the hearts of the children at 
once. 

Obedience is as essential to good children as love, but obe- 
dience without love reacts at length, frequently permissing 
unbridled license. 

Here were no threatening looks, portending rebellion, no 
doleful faces, indicative of weariness or discouragement, but 
bright smiles, happy voices and merry laughter, to the summer 
sunshine, singing birds and rippling waters akin: 

The good order, at all times manifest. resulted not from un- 
due restraint, but from the innate controlling power of the 
teacher, ever recognized and maintaining a happy balance be- 
tween too strict discipline and the great freedom of ungovern- 
ed childhood. 

Her methods of teaching were excellent, which, combined 
with a thorough knowledge of all branches of study pursued, 
the generous sympathies of her nature, her conscientious re- 
spect for the right, and a lively interest in the welfare of her 
pupils, gave to her & peculiar fitness for her position in this 
school. 

By untiring zeal and energy, she suecceded in awakening 
an unusual interest on the part of the pupils which was well 
sustained throughont the term, resulting in most satisfactory 
progress in all studies pursued. 

To enable the children to attain to a more intelligent un- 
derstanding of the daily readings trom the book, “Man: Won- 
derful in the House Be autiful,’ Miss Buttrick, at her own ex- 
pense, invited Mrs. Dr. Lull, of Milford, to give before the 
school a lecture or object ieasont on Physiology and Anatomy, 
illustrated, in part. by the use of a skeleton of the human 
body, which proved acceptable and enjoyable to the children 
and others who availed themselves of the opportunity of be- 
ing present. Ae 3 

Such lectures are doubtless effective educators, and their 
ssefalneds cannot be overestimated. 
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Forty-seven of the parents and friends visited the school 
during ‘the term, and seventy-three were present at the closing 
examination, thus testifying their personal regard and due ap- 
preciation of her lavors. 

An effort made to retain her services for the remainder of 
the year, proved wusuecessful, as a more remunerative position 
was offered her elsewhere. % 

The wisdom of continuing throughout the year the charac- 
teristic discipline and instruction of the former term, was clear- 
ly manifest, and we were particularly fortunate in procuring 
for this purpose Miss Weltha Farwell, a teacher of especial 
ability for the work. | 

Conscious of the individual obligations and responsibility 
incident to her position as a teacher of the young, and ever 
mindful of their renewed calls for fresh toil and skill, which 
their varying needs presented in constant repetition, she mani- 
fested an honest, resolute purpose to stimulate and develope 
both their mental and moral natures, by every laudable and 
efficient means in her power. 

The children readily responded to the efforts of their teach- 
er. There Seemed to be renewed within them a desire to be 
good and to do good: 

The work was taken up where Miss Buttrick left it, and 
with lively interest carried forward; their attention wae" ‘be- 
coming exhausted by close application to it. 

The school spoke for itself in more convincing eee 
than we could possibly use, and we felt a certain pride in those 
bright, prompt and correct, little folks, as they stood up for 
examination at the close of the term. 

On the opening of the winter term, new scholars entering 
the school, and others being desirous of class advancement, 
an obstacle—too sreat a number of classes presented itself, 
threatening to materially retard the progress of the school. 
A reduction by classification was soon decided upon and the 
matter facilitated by the introduction of Dickens’ Child’s His- 
tory of England as a reading book, blank books for written 
spelling lessons, dictations and language exercises. 


With increasing interest the work progressed uninterrupted 
to the close of the year. There was a strong leading element 
permeating this. school, which never shrank nor faltered but 
was ever ready to cheertully enter upon the work proposed by 
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the teacher. Devotion, obedience, and love, are contagious 
and a power reigns in the school room whose source and di- 
mensions are not quite comprehended, but whose constraint is 
felt and whose is:pulse is yielded to; the pervading mind in- 
spires neglect or faithfal fulfillment of duty; the daily recti- 
tude of conduct marks out a more distinct line than written 
Jaws and is more potent than written penalties, Where this 
element exists, which is not true of every school, the certain- 
ty of success or failure depends in reality upon its character. 
There is a moral certainty, inhering to moral qualities and 
the anticipation of consequence of no doubtful character.— 
Here the spirit of love and duty was the actuating spirit and 
the daily purposes were regulated by an undeviating regard — 
for truth and rectitude. 


HAST SCHOOL. 


One of the most essential requisites to the success of a tea- 
cher in this school, seems to be the power not only to obtain a 
mental grasp, but to maintain a physical grip upon some of its 
constituent members. Miss Fannie Dodge entered this school 
at the begining of the year, with previous experience and 
ability as a teacher, a well balanced mind, with a vast amount 
of common sense and good judgment. 

By unremitting industry combined with a vigorous adminis- 
tration of authority she was enabled to awaken a good degree 
of interest in the scholars. They were orderly and industri- 
ous, but. showed a propensity for whispering on all convenient 
occasions. This habit was however held in check by the 
teacher who labored on with her becoming resolution to the 
end of the term, producing satisfactory results. 


The examination was an interesting one and well attended 
by parents and friends. 

Miss Dodge was expected to return to the school after the 
summer vacation, but ere this had passed, the shadow of death 
crossed the threshold of her home, removing from the circle 
of her kindred a devoted and laving friend, with a stricken 
heart. she retired fiom the labors of the school room for a 
time. 

She returned, however, at the beginning of the winter term 
and a result of good healthy discipline good order prevailed 
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and industrious habits of study observed and the school in all 
respects appeared to be well taught and disciplined. 

The fall term was taught by Miss Blanche I. Bubier, a 
‘young lady of education, cultivation, and refinement of man- 
mer. 

Beheving that the vividness of first impression is seldem 
‘dimmed by change or age and never fades from the human 
mind, she labored to secure the conditions necessary to thor- 
ough and successful work—the promotion of right habits—a 
careful and conscientious observance of all school regulations 
and a faithful discharge of all duties. The influence upon the 
school was plainly discernible. 

The school was an honor to its. teachers, as well as a con- 
vineing proof of the excellent qualifiestions which she possess- 
ed for her vocation. 

WEST SCHOOL. 

Miss Emma Woods, teacher. 

This was her first experience in teaching. Many a veteran 
teacher glancing backward over years of successful labor in 
our public schools, recognizes in ‘their first school work, the 
inost perplexing experience of their lives, but to Miss Woods, 
the retrospective view will ever bea pleasing one. While this 
was the smallest school in town, yet it was not too small to 
be interesting to both teacher and pupils. The teacher was 
successful in awakening a live interest in the children, not only 
on all studies pursued, but in a variety of oral eXercises, they 
were active, with receptive minds, recited readily in Physiolo- 
gy, having become familiar with it, by the reading of the teach- 
er from the book, “Man: Wonderful in the House Beautiful.” 
One little boy, with evident pride, announced that he had con- 
quered the multiplication tables. They have also learned 
much from black-board exercises—and withal are orderly and 
well behaved. The examination was pleasing and satisfactor i 
The school has evidently been well controlled and thoroughly 
taught, and we must say, in justice to the teacher, that she has 
made a success of it. 


SOUTH SCHOOL. 


The summer and fall terms were taught by Miss Carra, 
Crosby, a teacher of experience and established reputation. 
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Possessing the faculty of adapting herself to the individu- 
ality of children: such has its own record o: thoughts, words 
and deeds. This should bea source of inspiration, but with 
out the proper guiding hand of a teacher often proves a mis- 
erable future. If of the attributes of a good teacher she had 
any one in preeminence it was the attribute of authority, 
which asserted itself so quietly and unobstrusively as to cause 
little, if any, friction, but which gave her perfect control of the 
school. 7 : 

Her teaching was thorough and practical and the subject 
matter clearly and methodically presented. 

This is a live school requiring constant vigilance on the par 
of the teacher, and on account of Miss Crosby’s failing health 
she declined to remain in the school. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Addella Goodrich. 

Her instruction showed no deviation from the thoroughness 
or methods of teaching of the previous terms. 

Clear and comprehensive in her teaching—deepening by il- 

lustration the impression on the minds, requiring the pupils to 
furnish oral examples deduced from principles taught, her 
classes did good honest work. 
_ Written examinations were given the pupils, as in other 
schools in town, to the great advantage of the pupils, thus ena- 
bling them to express definitely their ideas in their own Jan. 
guage. 

The pupils of this school have worked steadily throughout 
the year, and many of them have accomplished much. 

The material of this school is of the best, and at the begin- 
ning of the year, recognizing the possibilities of this school, I 
expected great improvement, and as far as my personal obsery- 
ance exists, judge that much has been accomplished. There 
have been in this school within the year, two conscientious, 
faithful teachers, combining good qualification, with entire de. 

votion to the work, and in this respect the school has been 
highly favored. 


MRS. CLARK CAMPBELL, 2 Board of 
MR. W. P. KENDALL, igde tion 


Pius. ©) ee IN Gary, 


Center Disrricr.—Percy Campbell, three terms; Alice 
Bruce, Ruth Conant, Annie MeGown, Robert Bruce, Willis 
Chandler, Roy MeGown, Ruth MeGown, Mary Ellen Smith, 
one term. 

West Distrricr.—Rufus G. Averill, three terms; Hannah J. 
Averill, Roy C. Carson, one term. 

East Disrrict.—Edith M. Stiles, Lillian F. Stiles, two 
terms; Edith B. Sargent, Mary J. McQuesten, Eugene V. Da- 
mon, one term. 

Souta District.—Kddie W. Trow, Frank C. Spalding, three 
terms; Hattie M. Richardson, Albert F. Trow, Clara E. 
Dodge, Abbie M. Dodge, Jessie A. Trow, two terms; Roy W. 
Hutchinson, Milow H. Raymond, Maud L. Hutchinson, Orie 
W. Raymond, Amy Hutchinson, Wthel Hutchinson, Faunie 
Wilkias, Wilbert Spaulding, one term. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 


‘ | Miss Mabel Buttrick 
. |Miss Weltha Farwell. 


Names of Teachers. 


| Miss Weltha Farwel!. 


| 8. |Miss Carra A. Crosby 


S 
S 
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7: 

District. Ar 
rt 
g 
=! 
N 
is 
Center. | F 
|W. 
South. 
| W.| 
> S. 
East. ey 
s. 
North. | F. 
1 W, 


Miss rece A. Crosb 


ries ane C Dodze 


Miss Blanche Bubier 


\ 
\ 


| 
| 


eee eens 


see ceree 


a 


seer ewes 


seeee 


eeceeee 


2 eseee 


esec cee 


Miss Emma M. Woods 
Miss Emma M. Woods 
Miss Emma M. Woods.. 


Amount of money raised by town, 
Balance of school fund of 1886, 
Literary fund and dog tax, 


Paid District No. 8, Amherst, 
Expenses of schools in Mont Vernon, 


Unexpended balauce school fund, 


ANN A. CAMPBELL, 
W. AH. KENDALL, 


Mont Vernon, N. H., Feb. 28, 1888. 
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School Board 
Mont Vernon. 


I have this day examined the above report and find the 
same correctly cast and properly vouched. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, Auditor. 


Feb. 28, 1888. 
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